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Spans the diver Ka-lang-Ho, seeping as noisily and as deep-chestedly as 
mould hardly be thought possible in grown people, ladling handkerchiefs, 
they ulpe the tears from their cheeks with their bare forearms. Mrs. Xu Is 
wearing a broad, straw-woven Canton hat with the characteristic knob in the 
middle, so that her face remains half corned. Mr. Chang has an empty rice 
bowl beside hlmj Lord knows what compassionate soul brought him this seal on 
Ids bridge. In contrast to tbs Other two, Mr. fsin has a rather wild lock 
sheet h he. Be is shutting barefoot on the cold concrete floor and the 
frayed odds of his dark blue cotton trousers barely come down over his knees. 

six 

bmvlly-traed soldiers of the Bed Border Patrol of the Province of Xvang-31, 
paesiag the time by frightening the three refugees in such ways as aiming 
temlr m a chine guns at them, clicking their gun locks or cal lin g out to them. 

X don't under stand Cantonese, but judging from the shudders with which Mrs. 

Xa resets to each word, they must be talking at least of cutting heads off or 
reacting people alive on the spit. 

"dm ths Vietnam; side of the bridge, there are first of all, up in front, the 
three refugees. Back further stand two members of tic 'Cards territorial*' 
of tee autonomous district of Sal-fiat, kverytiw* weapons are aimed on tbs 
other side, they discretely withdraw into their guard house. One never knows 
— Moreover, the bridge is no mighty structure leaping in heavenly flight acres 
a broad straw, but rather a narrow crossing on which two pony carte can 
barely pass sate other. And the Ka-loag-Ho deserves to be called a creek much 
rather then a river, tet at the meeting point of two such great countries as 
China and Vietnam it would probably sound somewhat insignificant to speak of a 
'boundary creek.* 

"Refugees from China arrive dally la Moa-Cay, the northernmost city of the State 
of Vietnam in Xhdo-Chiaa. Xt does not seem to be difficult to cross tee border 
at this point, tor oddly enough the Ka-long-Ho does not everywhere form this 

, V - * * *; '}■ ■' f * j| f ^ 

cammmi*L/v$ anriciALs out « ; f £' II 


report is for the use within the U3A of ClA and tee Xati 
», dray, levy, Mr sad XBX. Xt Is net to be transmitted! 


> components of 
tbs concurrence 


“wi vo oe wianivm witooux vm concurrence 

originating office through the Assistant Director of the office of Collection 


1 999>fiSMtff!fillSdl-RDP83-00423R001 500380002-2 


VA 




r*nuoni: 


Approved For Release 1999/09/10 : CIA-RDP83-0U423R001 500380002-2 


CPYRGHT 


emmasruL/w official cklt 
- a - 


political line of demarcation. At the bridge it represents the frostier, 

wrwwl /ear# hat, so to speak, been *hsr»tieally* waled, tat no 
fiwther than around % ha a net head, hardly a fellow ter tnjr, boat* cross the 
****** aa “ jwaaata bring vegetables, chickens and grunting pigs in close 
****** **<p* ft®* **• OKpoalte store to the market la Mon-Gay. At those 
2??f^J h T,, b ? r48r ***** tordly risible, a few villages still belong to the 
***** a# Tietaaa. Sometimes China begins at their edge, sometimes on the 
own* sidaof a piece of far* land. When a Vietaawee official gilded me 
«0Ut in that area, he wore his pistol ostentatiously in his belt. *lt eaa 
happen only toe easily,* he explained, ‘that you might unfeaoi rlaglj be strand ~ 
® a * J** China, and the Chinese soldiers an nary much on the alert. 

5®* •®**** 1 *®* wsa * *° «®4® so arrest on the Vietnam side because they 
thtektMj is already a part of CMna. It»* always best to ban a weapon on 
yaw far the involved discussions that follow,* At night, to be sun, an 
aetlvf Illegal border traffic is carried on to this rural area. Sice, 

!S~? I? 04 * *** **«««3*4 to China. The broad-brimmed Canton hats, 

forwhichtlm Inhabitants of tbs Sai-Hiah district show a particular prefer- 
mm aad wMcb an even resold to Haiphong , cow fra* China in the same way. 
f?* *g*2f . 1 40 *** ***“«»••• As far away as Sto-Blng, a distant Chi- 

***** J*w»oial city, guides are said to offer their services in bringing 
refugees illegall y to Mon-Cay in return foar appropriate remuneration, 

"*** anyone who, owing from China, has crossed the Ka-long-Ho is at first only 
toewetiwlly safe. He Is pat on ths international area of the bridge by the 
peMee and has to wit there until his wee has been cleared and decided, if 
it tarns out on investigation that, let us say, in the ease of Mrs. fa, Mr. 
wsag or Mr, Tsia, it is a amttar of spies or professional criminals, than 
theymay actually have to go over to the Chinese side of the bridge. In all 
eper wees, however, they are brought to a refugee camp la Haiphong, from 
where— some day perhaps— they will emigrate. 

M A11 t his certainly does not sound like peace and yet in Mon-Cay and the sur- 
rounding villages, there is such an idyllic peace and wist as hardly any- 
where else in Xado-Chiaa. Probably this is due to the Sungs. The Sungs are 
* **°£**. °f Chinew origin who live in northeastern Indo-China, between Maa- 

and on the coastal islands, in a district with 
IT? i „ * Mjl ***** P°»*l*t8d by about 150 thousand Bangs, is 

a f i ' H ^ xh ’’ 3aatlr for the French is ex- 

ylaii»d by their tradi ti on a l rejection of the Vietnamese and the Ann&mese, 
^ to^ tod stood for centuries. Th.ee rulers had 
them special rights of autonomy before the Second World War 
**7 §w j, & Sung, has slow 19k6 united in his person the military 

and a^faislte’atite ^ a de rshi p of the district. According to ancient tradi- 
tlon, * l si*»lah,* toe Into of the Bungs, is a military stats led by a colonel 
o r a general. Shis ie to be ea^lained above all on the baeie of historical 
experience. Sal-Blab had aeveral Uses been occupied by invading chiaeee 
•****!» ??f. French rule, pirates coming across toe sea from toe 
***' lato the veil -to-do villages of Hai-Slnh. The Man- 

darin families of Phan and Suang, too guided the fate of the Bungs for genera- 
tions and who also subjected themselves to the Aawmern imperialhouse.ILd 
iatrodaced this system of militery government. Today Colonel Sang is directly 
jr®#pon»lble to tb® bead of tim State of Vietnam, Bao Dal. 

®, <h*ep*ad genuine pence. The solidly built little stone 
house# look ***** like toys in their dtotiness sad wito the black Cantonese 
^aweters against toe white of their walls. In the low-built stoves stand 
£?££• ******* which, incidentally, are never lack- 

tog anywhere to ^do-CMaa, Tine of Ssscafe are set up side by side in long 
”**• J*** *“*•* »£** you can bay your suckling pig or a kilo of fresh 
ran or dried fish, it smells exactly the same here as in China, tost ie, 

ft,, ™ n !TT? f f J* e 7*fFthlag looks ss it does to China toot 
JJ* ***&** <*l£t3»i§ # tl»ir habit* • tod mtm tb® &oi®« • of gfri** nr# 

rT*^*"*,^* J^®** ** l tott ~ c y t MMgle ringing out of toe entrances to toe 
toumsj toe clattering wooden sticks advertising in distinctly different 
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sound* the Merchandise offered by the street vender j tbs laughter and worts 
of tbs children, When I -m» invited to tee with e Suae fsusily, the conversa- 
tion tamed to China, The Master of the house thereupon opened the windows 
sad pointed to houses across the way, no wen then 30 mtere* distant, and 
Mid, ’Why, there's China. Look! ' Those bindings were already serosa the 
herder— sem architecture, only a hit sore d i l apid ated and poarer-lookiag. 

It weald have intrigued m to lean out the window for a few hours and watch 
the daily life of the little Chinese town of Tong-Sing fron this safe observa- 
tion post. But ny hosts did not seem to appreciate the idea, for them this 
was all a natter of course and everyday route. 'What can you see over there? 
The picture doesn't offer anything new, does iti* 

'Incidentally, the togs don't want to hear of China. Property diapos seasons, 
confiscations of food, money and goods, shortages, the withdrawal of private 
capital— news of these goings-on has, after all, reached Mon-Cay at first 
hand and the life of the lungs has already been steered too ateh into confort- 
able Middle -class paths for then to be ready to open the gates of their cities 
to the destitute msecs of the largest country of Asia and distribute their 
possessions among them. The proxiaity of a CoMsunlst frontier evidently has 
a distinct effect on a population. Besides, the future does not look any tdo 
prokfstng for the togs as it is. 'Route Colonisle So. h* leading froa Mon- 
Cay by way of Tien-ten through the • hundred- thouaaad-MOuatain • region to Laag- 
sen, is only usable in a very few pieces due to the presence of the Viet-Minh 
troops. Lsagsor. and the places southeast of It have long been in the posses- 
sion of So Chi-Mlnh— Mon Cay is the State of flstssM'e last windows looking 
ofeim. n 
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